CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 12, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, R Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, R Frederickson
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        T Johnson, Dan Roach, George Kessler, Jake
Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen second P Spartz to approve the February minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.
PRESENTATION

T Johnson, the property manager for Dr. Ringsred discussed with the Planning Commission the doctor’s vision for the property.  The long term goal is to develop a charter school.   But what to do before the charter school opens?   How do you pay the bills?
The proposal is to develop an events center that would create the opportunity to develop and host many different kind of events such a musical and theater events, auctions, gun shows, wedding receptions, Icefest and Paddlefest promotions, etc. There would also be the ability to host some outdoor events as well.

There are issues with fire codes that need to worked out with the Building Official so that more planning can be completed.
The Commission commented that they are happy to see that activity is being planned in the building and that minor changes would need to be made to the land use regulations.

Motion T Gafkjen, Second A Spartz to direct staff to set Public Hearing on zoning changes to Commercial District Three and for a Conditional Use Permit for April 9 if feasible.  Motion approved 5-0.
HEARING: none
Set Special Meeting for Public Hearing

Anderson Recycling is operating under a lease with the City and proposing to purchase the west one acre parcel from the City. Closing is awaiting the completion of the necessary zoning permits.   The uses proposed by Anderson Recycling require a Conditional Use permit.

Motion A Spartz, second R Riley to set Thursday, March 20 at 7 pm as a Special Meeting to hold a Public Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit by Anderson Recycling.    Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Updates

Hospital – Essentia and the Area Hospital District have set two special meetings in March to review the Feasibility Study.  A decision on extending the operating agreement, ownership of the project and financing of the project will be discussed and determined..  

Library Space Planning - There is assessment work being done on the sites with the next meeting in late March.  

NLX – There is a possibility that a private company may begin operations of an excursion train between the Cities and Duluth on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  The City is lobbying for a stop and maintenance facility in Sandstone.
EDA land – EDA has contracted with Northspan to prepare marketing materials for EDA property so the minute an agreement is reached on developing the hospital site, the EDA can start marketing its property.

NEW BUSINESS
Freeway signs and signage
The EDA has received a request from two Sandstone businesses to place signage along the freeway at no cost to them.

The Planning Commission should review applicable ordinances to prepare for any reviews.
OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second A Spartz to adjourn the meeting at 8:45. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

