CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

May 20, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Leonard Bonander 
Chair R Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.
MINUTES

Motion R Riley, second R Frederickson to approve April 10 minutes.  Motion approved 4-0.

PRESENTATION:  none
PUBLIC HEARING: none
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

Staff reported on the progress with the hospital project.  The Hospital District will be meeting at the end of the month and initiating actions to move the project forward.  It is highly unlikely that any infrastructure work will be done this year.   The Governor did sign the Bonding bill so there is $ 200,000 now available.  City is awaiting action by the Hospital District to set up working groups so that negotiations can begin on a purchase agreement and on subdivision planning and negotiations on a development agreement so that the EDA grant application can be submitted.

The Library Planning Group is down to two sites.  There are some site specific questions such as access to broadband that are being studied.

Sandstone is listed in the latest MNDOT RFP as a site to be studied for a cleaning and/or layover facility.  We are not now being considered as a station site but are a potential backup site.  There is still a reasonable chance that there will excursion trains running this year.
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Zoning language
The discussion is to determine changes to the zoning ordinance which are needed to reflect the hospital campus project.  The surrounding land uses need to be complimentary to the medical site.
The Commission determined that the two 40 acre parcels to the south and to the east should be rezoned to a Special Business District.
This district is intended to provide for the development of certain light industrial and commercial uses located in a strategic area which will be compatible with its medical campus neighbor.   This district is intended for administrative, wholesaling and related commercial sues which can maintain a higher standard of appearance, including open space and landscaping and has limited external effects such as noise, odors, vibrations, glare, exterior lighting, smoke, dust, fumes and hazards that reduce compatibility.

Most uses currently listed in the I – 1 Industrial District would not be appropriate and should be replaced with an amended use list from the Highway Business District deleting auto body shops and adult establishments and designating theaters as indoor theaters.

Staff was directed to provide a list ot members for their review before the next meeting at which time those which are permitted and those which would be conditional uses will be discussed.

Members also agreed to review the Industrial I – 2 language to see if these uses would be appropriate for the southern two 40 acre parcels owned by the EDA.

NEW BUSINESS: none
OTHER:

Members commented on the letter from PHASE and their plan to put up fencing as screening.
ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to adjourn the meeting at 8:02. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

