CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

August 13, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Leonard Bonander, Hobart Finn 
Chair R Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.
MINUTES

Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to approve July.  Motion approved 4-0.

PRESENTATION:  none
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

The Hospital District has created a Facilities Committee which has been meeting to interview the necessary consultants the District needs to undertake this project.  They have interviewed for financial, communications and project manager.  They will be reviewing the Development and Purchase Agreements.  

The Library Planning Group has some site specific questions such as access to broadband that are being studied.

Sandstone is listed in the latest MNDOT RFP as a site to be studied for a cleaning and/or layover facility.  Consultants to study crossings; to finish the environmental work and do final determination of facility locations have been hired.  The project could be shovel ready by 2016.
The Senior Center has been offered to the City.
PUBLIC HEARING: continuation
Conditional Use Permit – Ringsred Building
Motion P Spartz, second R Frederickson to re- open the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.
Staff summarized the first Public Hearing and the questions raised at that hearing.  The packet includes written material from Mr Finn clarifying those issues.

Hobart Finn, who would be the operator of activity, then reviewed for the Commission the steps in the process from delivery to shipping. There were questions of clarification of how the slab wood would be bundled (plastic wrapped and shipped out for sale as firewood), how the excelsior would be baled (as needed by a hay bailer), how much would be generated (on the average of four small hay bales a day if fully operational).  

The excelsior would be blown out into a hoop house which is a 12 by 18 foot greenhouse.  This is to keep it dry and allow access for baling.  It could be blown into the back of a covered trailer and hauled away if storage becomes an issue.  The bales would be stored in the existing outside storage building. A boiler that would be used to burn the excelsior for supplemental heat has already been delivered to the site.

Mr. Finn emphasized that this is a short term operation to determine if there is a satisfactory work force that would make possible a larger operation in its own building.
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to close the Public Hearing at 7:40 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.
Staff presented a proposed Finding of Fact and a list of proposed conditions..
The indoor milling of raw timer is a permitted conditional use in the Tier Three District.  There was a wood processing facility previously in this space.  The proposed conditions are to minimize the impact on surrounding uses.
After discussion the recommended conditions were modified to specify which location would be sued for which storage and to require that any baling of the excelsior would take place during regular business hours and not on weekends. 

Mr, Finn would still need to provide a written waste disposal plan and have all safety issues raised in the Building Officials report remedied and re-inspected before the permit would be issued. 
Motion P Spartz, second A Spartz to recommend approval of the Conditional Use permit to the Ringsred Building to operate a cedar shingle manufacturing activity based on the Finding of Facts and the proposed conditions to the permit.   Motion carried 4-0. 
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Zoning language 
Deferred to the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:  none
OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion R Frederickson, second P Spartz to adjourn the meeting at 7:55. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

