CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 12, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Leonard Bonander 
Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.
MINUTES

Motion P Spartz, second Riley to approve August minutes.  Motion approved 4-0.

PRESENTATION:  none
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

The Hospital District and the EDA have signed a Purchase Agreement and a Preliminary Development Agreement.   The EDA has undertaken work to clear the roadway of trees and do the necessary engineering to complete plans and specs.  The current schedule calls for a ground breaking in September.  The EDA and City will need to provide a construction entrance by improving Old Military and Airport Road.  

The Library Planning Group is continuing to analyze several sites each of which has some constraints to be addressed.

The MNDOT Rail consultants visited Sandstone in October.  We are a potential site for a cleaning and/or layover facility.  MNDOT will be holding a Public Meeting on December 8 in Sandstone.

NLX Board submitted an application to the UM for an intern to work with Sandstone for one semester to research and help the City plan for the impact of a facility in town.
The Senior Center has been offered to the City.  The City is looking at the capital and operating costs of such a takeover.
Robinson Park will be named a park of regional significance.  The next step to gain access to set aside Legacy Funds is to update the park’s Master Plan to meet GMNRPT Commission requirements.  The Council did not accept one proposal and staff is now preparing an RFP for distribution.
PUBLIC HEARING: none
. 
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Zoning language 
Deferred to the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Review land purchase
The Commission had early approved a parcel split of the Gordon Britton property on Old Military Road.  The City is proposing to purchase one of the new parcels with the intent to realign Old Military Road.

All purchases need to be reviewed by the Planning Commission to see if they fit within the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

Motion P Spartz, second A Spartz to approve the purchase as it meets the City’s Comprehensive Plan guidelines for infrastructure improvements.   Motion approved 4-0.

Consider rezoning of RR property

Staff asked the Commission to begin consideration of rezoning the BNSF property through town as Industrial property.  If MNDOT were to located a maintenance and/or layover facility in Sandstone it would need to be in an industrial zone.

The initial thought would be to rezone specifically for a transportation industrial zone.  Commission members thought it might be better to include these requirements within the current industrial zoning.  The current language is under review and this makes that discussion more urgent.
As the property had previously been zoned industrial the Commission by consensus stated they would have no problems recommending the property be rezoned industrial.

Additional campus land

The EDA has a purchase agreement on the northerly 40 acres of the old airport property.  Soil borings are showing that the further north you go the higher the bedrock is to the surface.  The consultants for the NPAHD have inquired if the EDA would sell them additional land to the south on which to fit the campus if necessary.
Any purchase or sale requires a review by the Planning Commission to assure that it is in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

The concern was the EDA might get stuck with any unused land to the north and had a discussion about potential uses for that land.  

By consensus the Commission agreed that an additional purchase of land would be in keeping with the Comprehensive Plan with a reservation concerning how the portion to the north will be used.

Free Church site

Staff had been contacted by a Free Church representative about a possible land swap or sale of properties allowing the church to build a sanctuary along Grouse Street and avoiding a lot of assessments for roads and utilities.  Staff had said the EDA would consider this.

The Planning Commission must review such land transactions to assure it is in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

The discussion by the Commission revolved around their preference to see land sales rather than a swap and were concerned that EDA ownership might not be the best outcome.  They did agree that if the Commission does proper land use planning and creates a vision of how the land should be developed, the ultimate developer of the property will have clear direction.  The ownership will not be as important if the land is properly zoned and is immediately marketed for sale and development.  The intern that might become available can help form this vision.
No action taken until further decisions are made by the Free Church to proceed.

OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, second Riley to adjourn the meeting at 8:30. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

