CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

January 14, 2015
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, R Stadin, N Eberhardt 

Members absent:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                         
Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion Spartz, second Stadin to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.
MINUTES

Motion Riley, second Spartz, second to approve the November minutes.  Motion approved 5-0.

PRESENTATION:  none 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

The updated schedule is to start utility work in July and complete in November.  The Clinic will start construction in June and complete in November.  The hospital will start construction in September and complete the next November.  This is predicated on the District and the City negotiating a Development Agreement by February 4.     

Casey’s has resubmitted plans for review.  No official announcement has been made.
MNDOT and the Rail consultants visited Sandstone in October and held a Public Meeting on December 8 in Sandstone.   Decisions on locations are due in March.
The Senior Center has been offered to the City.  The City is still considering.
Library space planning is continuing but is impacted by Senior Center decision.

Robinson Park was named a park of regional significance.  The next step is to update the park’s Master Plan.  Proposals are being reviewed.
PUBLIC HEARING: Sign Ordinance Amendment
Motion Eberhardt, second Riley to open the Public Hearing at 7:08 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Planning Commission has developed signage requirements for each zoning district.  The City Council has requested that the Commission consider an amendment to the ordinance to allow the Chamber sign and the Golf Course sign to be moved to a new location on EDA property along the freeway.

To meet this requirement the ordinance will have to be amended to legislate an exception to off premises sign restrictions and to create an exception to the requirements for free standing signs along the freeway by permitting certain signs that were erected prior to 2011 and were considered to be legally non-conforming.  
Motion Spartz, second Riley to close the Public Hearing at 7:26 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Spartz, second Stadin to recommend approval of the amendment with the further recommendation that the Sign Ordinance be revisited to allow equal access by business owners.  Motion carried 5-0.
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Zoning language 
The Commission is tasked with looking at the zoning for those areas adjacent to the Medical Campus to minimize negative impacts while still allowing for development and growth.  The Commission is considering creating a Special Business Park zoning district.

The Commission discussed the list of uses and modified the listing for laundromats to include laundries and commercial cleaners and removed the use allowing for amateur towers and other towers and antennas.   Any towers or antenna will need to be reviewed in terms of safety for the operation of medical helicopters.  Other changes were to expand the definition of medical services to include medical service storage and medical transport.  Commercial PUDs were refined to state PUD’s with uses allowed in this district.  The use of service commercial facilities was stricken.
Assisted living and related types of specialty housing also need to be considered.

In the Special Industrial District cell and repeater towers were added as a conditional use.

The uses listed have yet to be assigned whether or not they will be permitted, interim or a conditional use.

Any changes will require a Public Hearing and approval by the City Council.

Commission will continue to review changes.
NEW BUSINESS:  none
OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion Stadin, second Eberhardt to adjourn the meeting at 7:55. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

