CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 10, 2015
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
N Eberhardt, R Riley, R Frederickson, A Spartz, R Stadin
Members absent:
C Gaede
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        none
Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion Spartz, second Riley to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.
MINUTES

Motion Eberhardt, second Stadin to approve the minutes for August 12 and September 16. Motion carried 5-0.
PUBLIC HEARING: none
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES: 
Staff provided an update on the hospital and infrastructure project.  He mentioned the planning underway by NPAHD to find a reuse of the old facility.  He reminded the Commission that the U of M Roadway to the Future work will be completed in December and will result in work for the Commission.  The Master Plan for Robinson Park will also be presented in December. The EDA notified the seniors that they have no interest in owning the Senior Building.  Staff then updated the Commission on the proposed move of the Art & History Center and the marketing of that building for renovation.
Commissioner Frederickson left.

NEW BUSINESS:  
Parcel split

The City owns a forty foot strip along the freeway. The City is proposing the sale of a portion of the strip to the NPAHD and a portion to KC Companies. 
The Planning Commission must review and comment on the sale of City land and review it in terms of its compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

Motion Spartz, second Riley to state to the City Council that the proposed sale meets the criteria and goals of the Comprehensive Plan.  Motion approved 4-0.
Preliminary Plat – Business Park

The Business Park needs to be platted so that the parcels can be marketed.  The Commission review a first draft of a preliminary plat for the Business Park prepared by SEH.  Comments from Northspan were also shared.

The Commission held a discussion about how they felt the land should be developed and made some recommendations to SEH on a second draft.

In keeping with planning so that surrounding uses are compatible with the medical campus they suggested that Lots 1 thru 4 be left as drawn and that Lot 5 (17 acres) be left as one parcel to allow for uses needing a larger tract and to divide Lot 6 into a 5 acre hotel parcel and a 1.5 acre restaurant parcel.

They also recommended that the third forty acre piece should be divided so that the land to the east should be one parcel (about 20 acres) and that the land to the west be divided into two 10 acre parcels with the ability to divide then each into 5 acre parcels.

Staff was directed to send these recommendations to SEH and have a second draft drawn.
Solar array proposal
Previously, the Commission was made aware that of a proposal to develop a small solar array.   Staff had more information to share.  The first possible site would be in the Business Park and so the question is would this be compatible with the medical campus and is this kind of development in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.
The Commission felt that if located in the Business Park, it should be located on land not suitable for other development and that more information is needed about possible noise and RF interference with the medical campus activities before any final land use decision is made.

OTHER: 
Notice was received that Pine County is updating their Comprehensive Plan.

ADJOURN
Motion Spartz, second Stadin to adjourn the meeting at 8:03. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

