PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

August 10, 2017
Members present: Dave Barsness, Dorothy Dybvig, Mary Franklin, Karry White; Council Liaison Tim Franklin

Members absent:  Tesla Chester

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George, Interim Administrator Leaha Jackson
Guests: Mayor Pete Spartz
Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.
Agenda

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed 4-0.

Minutes

Motion Dybvig, second White, to approve the minutes of May 19, 2017 meeting.  Motion passed 4-0.

Continuing Business  
A.
Discuss spring/summer projects.  One load of limestone has been placed on the ballfields; another load will be placed soon. 
B.
Bike Racks – update.  The FCI created two bike racks for the City – one is located outside the City Hall entrance and one is outside the Library entrance.  The one the City had has been moved to the softball field and a new one will be ordered for the Post Office/Angle Park.
C.
Angle Park update.  BNSF Railroad has been contacted about the possibility of the City acquiring the Angle Park property.
D.
Gin Pole.  The City Engineer inspected the Gin Pole at Robinson Park.  The timber blocks that support the mast base are severely decomposed and essentially missing.  The Engineer recommends replacing the support blocks with either new treated timber blocks or cast-in-place concrete.  After discussion, motion by White, second by Dybvig, directing Staff to get quotes from local contractors for the cast-in-place concrete repair.  Motion passed 4-0.
E.
Robinson Park Sign update.  Lee Dybvig made a new sign for Robinson Park, which has been installed.  Commission members signed a Thank-You note to send to Lee.

F.
Legacy Grant.  Staff is following up with Candace about the status of the Legacy Grant Application.
New Business
A.
Stage at Robinson Park.  The City received an offer from the MN Climbers Association to remove all the old wood on the old dilapidated stage and level out the ground in that area.  They stated that the stage has become a hazard because kids tend to climb around on it.  Commission Members agreed that the condition of the stage is a concern, but they would rather see it repaired or replaced rather than removed all together.  Staff was directed to work with local contractors regarding options and costs.  Since it is unlikely that the matter will be repaired prior to the Climbers Fest (September 23-24), perhaps the stage area should be roped off.
B.
Bike/Pedestrian Trail.  Senator Tony Lourey received an e-mail from a concerned citizen regarding the bike/pedestrian trail located west of town.  The trail has been neglected and is practically unusable.  In reviewing the Cooperative Agreement that was signed back in 1996, the City agreed to maintain or arrange for the maintenance of those portions of the trail which lie outside of the boundaries of Banning State Park and are outside of the shoulder line of a County road.  Staff contacted Mark Wester at the DNR Trails & Waterways office in Moose Lake.  Wester stated that he also received the e-mail, so he recently visited the trail.  In his opinion, some portions of the trail could be mowed and sprayed, the cracks could be grouted out and filled/re-sealed.  However, other portions are beyond repair.  Commission Members stated that they would like to see the trail brought up to usable conditions, rather than abandoning it.  Staff was directed to look into costs/options for repairing this portion of the trail.
C.
Miscellaneous Items.

· The monthly meeting date/time was changed to the 2nd Friday of the month at 8:00 a.m. at City Hall.
· The Park Fund budget will be reviewed regarding the use of the money collected for camping in Robinson Park.

· It would be helpful to have a Kiosk at Robinson Park so that basic information can be displayed – where to call for help, a tow, area restaurants, maps, etc.

· Lee Dybvig sprayed the canoe landing area because there was poison ivy present.

· Banning State Park installed new steps down to their canoe landing; their old steps are nearby.  Staff will ask if they would be willing to donate the old steps to the City for the canoe landing in Robinson Park.

· Regarding new steps for the canoe landing, Lee Dybvig would like the Commission to consider a different location for them so that they will be less likely to wash away (if the Legacy Grant is approved and funds are available to create a new area).

· The Vault toilet at Robinson Park needs some attention – it should be cleaned out annually with new solution added.  Perhaps signage should be added to close the toilet lid, which helps the composting system and reduces odor.

· The Commission is interested in the idea of having a checklist for each park that Commission Members can use to do monthly inspections.  Staff will follow up.

· Clearing at Robinson Park was discussed.  The issue came up at last night’s Planning Commission as well.  Barsness will organize a crew to clear away some trees and brush this fall.  This should be done annually so that the historic quarry sites can be viewed.

· Commission Members received comments from the public about the fact that there was no Spring Clean Up program this year.  Staff will work on options for the event to take place next year (in May).
Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second White to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy George, City Administrator

