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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018  

 

Park Commission Members present: Dorothy Dybvig, Eric Sturtz, Mary Franklin, Karry 

White, David Chasson 

Park Commission Members absent:  Dave Barsness, Tony Vavricka 

Council Members present:  Mayor Pete Spartz; Council Members Tim Franklin, Val 

Palmer, Phil Kester 

Planning Commission Members present:  Steve Palmer 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George  

Others: Irene Sandell 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting began at 7:10 p.m. 

 

New Business 

 

The purpose of the Special Meeting was to hold a public forum to discuss the future of Angle 

Park.  The following ad ran in the 7/5 and 7/12 editions of the Courier: 

 

 
 

Administrator George explained that the Commission has been taking a look at Angle Park 

for a couple of reasons.  The park is located on Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad right-

of-way.  BNSF allowed non-profit and public entities to utilize their ROW for many years for 

as little as $1 per year.  However, in 2010, BNSF started charging $1,800 a year, plus 3% 

interest for the use of their ROW for Angle Park.  The amount charged for 2018 is $2,280.  
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The City has contacted BNSF to see if they would be willing to donate the land to the City.  

No response has been received.  A neighboring city has been working with BNSF to 

purchase property and are looking at upwards of $50,000.   

 

Another challenge the Commission has had with the park is the maintenance and upkeep of 

the hockey rink.  Repairs are needed to the hockey boards, but the contractor hesitated to 

make the repairs because, he said, the water just flows out when they try to flood it.  The 

contractor is also on the Sandstone Fire Department, who have been helping to flood the 

rinks.  Last year, the Commission invested $1,500 in a liner to try and make flooding the rink 

easier.  However, the liner is quite large and cumbersome and requires a lot of people to help 

set everything up.  The City reached out to the community this winter for help, with only a 

handful of people responding.  Once the rink was flooded, City staff attempted to maintain 

the ice.  But with the fluctuating weather, shortage of staff, and no interest shown in the 

community, the ice never achieved the level necessary for it to be useful.   

 

So, the Commission started discussing whether or not to continue to support Angle Park or if, 

perhaps, it could be decommissioned.  They have discussed moving the skatepark and 

perhaps adding a basketball court to a new location.  They have discussed moving the 

warming house to Train Park and using it for concessions, etc.  They have discussed 

disassembling the hockey rink or moving it to another location; such as, Lions Hill.   

 

The Commission decided to offer a public forum to see what kind of input would be 

gathered.  During the discussion, the following comments were made: 

 

• A lot of money has been invested in Angle Park, it would be a shame to see it go. 

• Basketball does seem to be very popular in town. 

• There doesn’t seem to be very many hockey enthusiasts in town anymore. 

• It’s hard to know if people would use the rink because the ice hasn’t been good for a 

few years. 

• The broomball team is using ice in Hinckley. 

• People / residents don’t have time to help maintain the rink. 

• The park is costing money, especially because of the BNSF lease situation. 

• The location is not very “comfortable” for letting kids go on their own. 

• The skatepark was placed there because of the high visibility. 

• The community has expressed an interest in having a concessions building in Train 

Park.  

• It would be nice to have a playground on this side of town. 

• The playground at Johnson Park gets a lot of use. 

 

The Park & Rec Commission will continue discussions regarding Angle Park at upcoming 

meetings.  

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 


