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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, August 10, 2018  

 

Members present: Dave Barsness, Dorothy Dybvig, Tony Vavricka, Mary Franklin, Karry 

White; Council Liaison Tim Franklin 

Members absent:  David Chasson, Eric Sturtz 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George  

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

Vice-Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.  Chair Barsness arrived at 8:20 

a.m. 

 

Agenda 

Motion White, second Franklin, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed 4-

0. 

 

Minutes 

Motion White, second Dybvig, to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2018 and July 18, 

2018 meetings as presented.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

New Business - None 

 

Continuing Business   

 

A. Legacy Grant Application – Robinson Park – The grant application was submitted on 

July 31st.   

 

B. National Night Out – Wrap Up Report.  August 7th.  The event went really well.  

There were about 250 people in attendance, along with the Sandstone Fire 

Department, and the Pine County Sheriff’s Department.  Kids were invited to paint on 

a canvas, creating their own mural.  Expenses were as follows: 

Chris’ Food Center – food                       $   384.65 

Fred Keller – music                                 $   225.00 

American Legion – food prep, service    $   300.00 

Kettle River Graphics – Invitations         $     87.50 

Pine County Courier – advertising          $   357.50 

Total (to date)                              $1,354.65 

 

There will be a bill from the Dairy Association for the ice cream.  They served 230 

people.   

 

Suggestions for next year include having a better speaker system (people sitting off to 

the sides couldn’t hear any of the announcements), and perhaps introduce each 

Firefighter and Sheriff’s Deputy. 
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C. Kettle River Watershed Mural Project – The Community Paint portion of the project 

was scheduled for August 3-5.  Friday, August 3rd went on as planned, with people 

showing up to participate.  Unfortunately, the panels were drenched from the 

humidity on Saturday and the activities had to be postponed.  We had the tent 

removed on Sunday because it was preventing the sun from drying up the morning 

dew.  Community Paint was offered again on Monday and Tuesday, August 6 & 7, 

from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., with kids painting offered on Tuesday from 4 – 8 in 

conjunction with National Night Out.   

 

Plans are firming up for the October 6th celebration of the mural.  Musician Todd 

Eckart has been secured.  The Sandstone Lions Club is working on plans for a Brew 

Fest event, along with selling food.   

 

D. Angle Park – The Public Forum meeting took place on July 18th.  Commissioners 

noted disappointment with the lack of involvement from the public.  No one received 

any comments outside of the meeting either.  The Commission will continue to 

discuss the park and review options.   

 

E. Gin Pole – Dan Lang has been contacted for a quote.  John Dorau was also asked for 

a quote.  

 

F. Stage at Robinson Park –We will continue to work with Mike Johnson on the 

possibilities. 

 

G. Train Park Kiosk – Work continues for designs of the following:   

a. City Parks 

b. Robinson Park 

c. Directory of Businesses in town 

d. Directory of non-profits and service organizations in town 

e. Quarry Days 

f. History of Sandstone 

 

Craig Saari submitted drafts of all panels except for the Quarry Days panel.  

Commissioners offered their suggestions/corrections; such as, adding some pictures 

of ice climbing.   

 

Administrator George noted that she was approached by Tim Williams of the 

Hinckley Convention and Visitors Bureau.  He feels that his website should be listed 

on the business directory.  Commissioners discussed this and determined that it would 

not be appropriate to have his website on the local directory; however, they stated that 

the City website should be listed. 

 

H. Robinson Park Camping Statistics – There were 23 registrations in July, with 28 days 

of camping recorded.   

 

In discussion about Robinson Park, Commissioners would like to see a system set up 

for registered campers to put their registration tag on the campsite.  Other 

campgrounds have clips on the campsite post for this purpose.  They would also like 
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to see the registration form expanded to include addresses, phone numbers, and e-

mail addresses.   

 

It was also noted that the picnic table for campsite 2 seems to have disappeared.  The 

Sheriff will be contacted about the squatter who has taken up residence on property 

that is just outside of Robinson Park, technically on Banning State Park property.  

Perhaps a locked gate could be erected to prevent vehicles from driving through that 

area.   

 

It would be nice to invite a representative from Banning to the next Park & Rec 

Commission meeting.  It would also be good to start the conversation with the DNR 

about doing something with the former dam site.   

 

Other - None 

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion White, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 a.m.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 


