Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  6:03 PM

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Palmer and Spartz
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: none 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve the agenda with the addition of appointing members to the Planning & Parks and Rec Commissions and three items in new business, the City Administrator’s resignation and two fee disputes.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none
The City Administrator acknowledged today as Carl Steffen Day and thanked the restaurant Sprouts on Third for their menu special.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: none

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Palmer, second Franklin to accept the January 18, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Spartz, second Palmer to approve the special event permit from the MN Climbers Association for the Peter Fest at Robinson Park on Saturday and Sunday, February 25-26th, appoint Reese Frederickson to the Sandstone Planning Commission and appoint Dorothy Dybvig and Mary Franklin to the Sandstone Parks and Recreation Commission.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Franklin, second Spartz to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS
Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Pre-application
The USDA Rural Development office has a program of grants and loans that may assist paying for the repairs that the Sandstone fire hall needs.  These repairs are necessary due to water damage and to prevent the same in the future.  If paid for out of fire department funds, the repairs would use all of the available funds.  The pre-application will identify what type and level funding would be available.

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve submission of the pre-application for the Community Facilities Direct Loan and Grant program.  Motion carried 4-0.


Resolution 2017-04 – Declare Mayor Vacancy – Appoint Mayor

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve Resolution 2017-04 which declares a vacancy in the office of the Mayor effective Jan 10, 2017 by virtue of the death of Mayor Carl Steffen and to appoint Pete Spartz to serve the remainder of the unexpired term through December 31, 2018.  Motion carried 3-0.

Council Member Resignation
Once appointed as Mayor, Council Member Spartz must resign his Council seat.  Council Member Spartz tendered his resignation as a member of the Sandstone City Council.

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve Pete Spartz’s resignation.  Motion carried 3-0.

Resolution 2017-05 – Council Member Vacancy
Motion Franklin, second Spartz to pass Resolution 2017-05 declaring a vacancy in the council.  Motion carried 4-0.

City Administrator Resignation
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to accept the letter of resignation from the City Administrator, Jessica Seibert, effective March 3, 2017.  Motion carried 4-0.

Replacement Process for City Administrator
Due to the resignation of the City Administrator, the council will need to decide how a replacement will be hired.  Administrator Seibert explained the options for the City.  Interim and permanent positions were discussed.  The council discussed the timing of interviewing and the need of a special council meeting.  

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to have the personnel committee meet with the staff individually and discuss which procedure they think would work best and bring a recommendation back to the council.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to set a special meeting on Wednesday, February 8th at 5:00pm to discuss the personnel committee’s suggestions.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to have Spartz contact Richard Fursman to inquire about the previously interviewed candidates for City Administrator and the possibility of beginning the search process again with his firm.  Motion carried 4-0.

Fee Dispute – Kayla Nelson
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Griffith, the previous city administrator, had sent communication to Ms. Nelson regarding the bill for services rendered February 9, 2015.  The city has not had any reply from Ms. Nelson or her insurance company.  The fee dispute committee met and recommended waiving the fee.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to waive the fire department fee for Kayla Nelson for services rendered on Feb. 9, 2015.  Motion carried 4-0.

Fee Dispute – Minnesota Power
The fire department was called out to Robinson Park on November 10, 2016 when a tree fell on a power line.  The power company has denied responsibility for the claim.  The fee dispute committee believes that it would be worth the effort of contacting Minnesota Power again.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to deny the waiving of the fire department fee to Minnesota Power.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS: 
Motion Palmer, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
ECHO meeting on February 9th, 5:30 – 7:00.  There were quite a few people from Pine County at the last meeting in Hinckley.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: none

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to adjourn at 6:45 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.



___________________________________
Phil Kester, Deputy Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Jessica Seibert, Clerk

