Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
January 4, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin, Palmer and Spartz
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the agenda with the additions of a bingo application from the Knights of Columbus and accepting a quote from Total Transmission to the consent agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
One of the members had an inquiry regarding the hours the warming house will be open at Lion’s Hill.  The hours are posted on the city’s internet and Facebook page.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the December 21, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to adopt resolution 2017-01 designating Northview Bank and Members Cooperative Credit Union as official depositories for the year 2017, the first and third Wednesdays each month as the City Council meeting dates for 2017, the kennel area at the City Shop at 54366 County Highway 61 as the city pound, the Administrator as GPS 45::93, NLX, ECHO, and Old Hwy. 61 representative, authorize ads for commissions – EDA, Planning Commission, Parks & Recreation, approve Ordinance 17-01- amending City Council meeting time to 6:00pm, the Administrator attendance at MN Legislative Action Day on Wednesday, February 1, the contract with Tyler Technologies (FundBalance Software Update), a bingo application from the Knights of Columbus Council 4798 and a quote from Total Transmission for the transmission repair on the 1999 Ford F450.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Palmer, second Kester to designate the Pine County Courier as the city’s official newspaper.  Motion carried 4-0. Tim Franklin recused himself.

The council discussed the hours that the building official is spending doing the actual inspecting of properties and the timeliness of the reports.  The administrator has been in contact with the cities that share Mr. Drotning and they all agree that it would be advantageous to have the inspector available for a greater number of hours

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to appoint Richard Drotning as the Building Official to administer Building Code.  Motion carried 5-0.


FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
There were questions regarding the LCM case.

Motion Kester, second Palmer to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS
Appoint Council members to Staff Committees for 2017
Motion Kester, second Franklin to appoint the following Council members to the following committees:
Finance- Palmer, Spartz
Personnel- Kester, Steffen
Intergovernmental- Franklin, Spartz
Development- Franklin, Palmer
Fee Dispute- Franklin, Spartz
Passenger Rail- Kester, Palmer
Fire & Rescue- Spartz, Steffen
Negotiations- Steffen, Spartz
Motion carried 5-0.

Appoint Council members to Advisory bodies as ex officio members
The advisory bodies each have an ex-officio position filled by a Councilmember to provide communication between the elected officials and the advisory commissions.

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to appoint the following Council members to the following advisory commissions:
Planning Commission- Spartz
Parks & Recreation – Franklin
Library Board – Steffen
Rental Appeal – Palmer
Motion carried 5-0.

Appoint Economic Development Authority Members
The City Council is required to appoint members to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) on an annual basis.  There has not been a great deal of interest from citizens in meeting in the evening.  There was discussion about the possibility of meeting at lunch time.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to appoint Carl Steffen, Valerie Palmer, Phil Kester, Pete Spartz and Tim Franklin to serve as the Sandstone EDA for 2017.  Furthermore, the Council reaffirms its appointment of Brian Warner to the EDA for a term ending on Dec. 31, 2018.  Motion carried 5-0.

Appoint Deputy Mayor for 2017
The City Council must elect a Deputy Major to serve in the absence of the Mayor.  In the past, the most senior Councilmember, Phil Kester, has served in the capacity of Deputy Mayor.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to appoint Phil Kester as Deputy Mayor for 2017.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Resolution 2017-02 – Adopt 2017 Fee Schedule
The Administrator discussed the fees with the building official and he suggested increasing the maintenance permit to $40.00 to align with state fees.  The council members asked about several of the fees such as nuisance service call, fire call and flammable liquid storage permits.  

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to adopt the 2017 Fee Schedule.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Administrator attendance of Ehlers Training and Consider Council Attendance
Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve the Administrator and another to be named later to attend the Ehlers MN Public Finance Seminar February 2-3, 2017.  Motion carried 5-0.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve Leaha going to the MCMA Winter Conference in Jessica’s place.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS: 
There were questions regarding the survey report and the water supply to the hospital.

Motion Kester, second Spartz to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Pine County local government meeting invitation.  This is a meeting that is organized at least once a year and includes city councils from the county.  Jessica, Steffen and Spartz will be going.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
There is an ECHO meeting in Hinckley 5:30-7:00pm on Thursday the 12th.  Palmer, Steffen, Spartz, Franklin and the Administrator will me attending.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:03 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Jessica Seibert, Clerk

