Section 1316 – Junk, abandoned and unlicensed vehicles
(Added, Ord. No. 00-06; Amended, Ord. 2008-08)

				
1316.01.  Abandoned motor vehicle law adopted by reference.  Minnesota Statutes Chapter 168B, is, except as modified by this section is hereby adopted by reference and is as much a part of this code as if fully set forth herein.  A violation of the statutes adopted herein by reference is a violation of this code.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08; Ord. 2011-03)

1316.03.  Policy; purpose; findings.  The city council has found and determined (i) that the presence of junk, abandoned, unlicensed and unauthorized vehicles on public and private property in the city constitutes a public health and safety hazard; (ii) that in many instances junk, abandoned, unlicensed and unauthorized vehicles are kept on private property by the owners of the property themselves or by others with the consent of the property owner; and (iii) that it is necessary to adopt regulations for the removal of junk, abandoned, unlicensed and unauthorized vehicles from property that are more stringent than those contained in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 168B.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08; Ord. 2011-03)

1316.05.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  For purposes of this section, the terms defined in this subsection have the meanings given to them:  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08)

Subd. 2.  “Abandoned vehicle.”  A vehicle defined as an “abandoned vehicle” by Minnesota Statutes Section 168B.011.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08; Ord. 2011-03)

Subd. 3.  “Junk vehicle.”  A vehicle defined as a “junk vehicle” by Minnesota Statutes Section 168B.011.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08; Ord. 2011-03)

Subd. 4.  Unlicensed vehicle.  A vehicle which is not properly licensed for operation.  (Added, Ord. 2008-08)

Subd. 5.  Unauthorized vehicle.  A vehicle that is subject to removal and impoundment pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 168B.04 or 169.041, but is not a junk vehicle or an abandoned vehicle. (Added, Ord. 2011-03)

1316.07.  Storing or parking of abandoned, unlicensed, unauthorized or junk vehicle prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to park, store or leave any abandoned, unlicensed, unauthorized or junk vehicle, upon any public or private property within the city, or for any person, as an owner of or occupant having control of private property within the city to permit the parking, storing or leaving of any abandoned, unlicensed, unauthorized or junk vehicle upon such private property, unless such vehicle is within an enclosed building or structure lawfully situated upon private property or is so parked, stored or left upon private property lawfully zoned and operated as junkyard.  (Added, Ord. 2008-08, Amended, Ord. 2011-03)

1316.09.  Impounding of vehicles.  The city may take into custody and impound any abandoned, unlicensed, unauthorized or junk vehicles that are being stored or parked in violation of this section.  (Added, Ord. 2008-08, Amended, Ord. 2011-03)
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1316.11.  Notice.  When an abandoned, unlicensed, unauthorized or junk vehicle is taken into custody and impounded, the city must give mailed written notice of its taking to the registered vehicle owner and any lienholders within five days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays.  If it is impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and address of the registered owner and all lienholders, the notice shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where the motor vehicle was towed from or abandoned  The notice must include all information required by Minnesota Statutes Section 168B.06.:  (Amended, Ord. 2008-0; Ord. 2011-03)

1316.13  (Amended, Ord. 2008-08; Deleted, Ord. 2011-03)

1316.13.  Unauthorized vehicle; second notice.  If an unauthorized vehicle remains unclaimed after 30 days from the date the notice was sent under this section, a second notice must be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the registered owner, if any, of the unauthorized vehicle and to all readily identifiable lienholders of record.  (Added, Ord. 2011-03)

1316.15.  Right to reclaim.  With the exception of unauthorized vehicles, the owner or any lienholder of an impounded vehicle has the right to reclaim the vehicle from the city upon payment of all towing and storage charges resulting from the taking of the vehicle into custody within 15 days after the date of the notice required by this section.  The owner of an unauthorized vehicle has the right to reclaim the vehicle from the city upon payment of all towing and storage charges resulting from the taking of the vehicle into custody within 45 days after the date of the notice required by this section.  (Added, Ord. 2011-03)

[bookmark: _GoBack]1316.17.  Disposition of the vehicle.  If a vehicle is not reclaimed within the time period set forth in this section, the city may dispose of or sell the vehicle at auction or sale in accordance with the procedures set forth in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 168B.  (Added, Ord. 2011-03)
