Section 1330 - Snowmobile regulation


1330.01.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  For the purpose of this section the terms defined in this subdivision have the meanings given them.

	Subd. 2.  "Snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice or natural terrain steered by wheels, skis or runners.

	Subd. 3.  "Owner" means a person, other than a lien holder, having the property in or title to a snowmobile entitled to the use or possession thereof.

	Subd. 4.  "Operate" means to ride in or on and control the operation of a snowmobile.

	Subd. 5.  "Operator" means every person who operates or is in actual physical control of a snowmobile.

	Subd. 6.  "Street" means any public roadway including streets, highways and alleys.

	Subd. 7.  "Right-of-way" means the entire strip of land traversed by a highway or street in which the public owns the fee or an easement for roadway purposes.

1330.03.  Operation.  Subdivision 1.  General rules.  It is unlawful for any person to drive or operate any snowmobile in the following unsafe or harassing ways:

	a)	At a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under all the surrounding circumstances and, in no event at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour.

	b)	In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the person or property of another or to cause injury or damage thereto.

	c)	While under the influence of intoxicating drugs or alcohol.

	d)	Without a lighted head and tail light when required for safety and registration numbers as required by law.

	e)	In a public park, public or private school playground, or hospital zone (that area within one block of a hospital or nursing home), except on designated trails.
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	f)	Within the principal business district of the city except that such operation will be permitted in an emergency during the period of time when snow upon the roadway or other traveled way renders travel by automobile impractical.

	g)	A snowmobile may not be operated upon any portion of the Sandstone municipal airport, Sandstone municipal golf course, Lion's Hill, or Spring Park Cemetery.

	h)	A snowmobile may not be operated within the city while carrying more than two persons, exclusive of passengers seated on a pulled sleigh or similar type trailing device.

	i)	A snowmobile may not be operated inside the city limits between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. except that occasional operation upon a public street between those hours is permitted when the operator is proceeding directly to the operator's home.

	Subd. 2.  Operation on streets.  

	a)	A person may not operate a snowmobile upon private property without prior permission of the property owner.

	b)	When operating a snowmobile upon a street, the operation must be at the extreme right of the street as near to the curb or shoulder thereof as practical under the circumstances.

	c)	A snowmobile may not pull any type of sled, toboggan, skis or other mechanical attachment, or person, except when attached to the snowmobile by a solid tongue or similar attachment.

	d)	A snowmobile may not be operated within the city unless it is equipped with at least one head lamp and one tail lamp and with brakes that conform to the standards prescribed by rule of the commissioner of transportation.

	e)	A person may not operate a snowmobile upon a street between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., except that occasional operation upon a public street during that time is permitted when the operator is proceeding directly to the operator's home.

	f)	When two or more snowmobiles are operated together or as a group, the snowmobile must stay in single file while operating upon any street.

	g)	A snowmobile may not be operated upon a sidewalk.

	h)	The driver of a snowmobile must yield the right-of-way to on-coming traffic which constitutes an immediate hazard.
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	i)	Snowmobiles may be operated only on the snowmobile routes herein established, except for the purpose of reaching and leaving the established routes by the most direct street route to the home of the operator or the usual place of storage of the snowmobiles.  The snowmobile routes as established are as follows:  North-south routes, on the west side of Pine Avenue from Division Street to the southern city limits, on the east side of T.H. 23 and 61 from I-35 to the northern city limits and Government Road.  East-west routes, Division Street, Third Street and north Sixth Street.

	Subd. 3.  Other regulations.  It is the intent of this section to supplement Minnesota Statutes, section 84.81 through 84.915 with respect to the operation of snowmobiles.  Those statutes are incorporated by reference.

	Subd. 4.  Special provisions.  The city council may authorize variances for special events.
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