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Section 635 – Litter
(Repealed, Ord. 2014-05)


Section 635 – Solid Waste Management
(Added, Ord. 2014-05)

635.01.  Purpose.  The city council finds that it is in the best interests of the health and safety of the residents of Sandstone to mandate that all residential and other generators of waste in the city provide for disposal thereof as set forth in this section.  Disposal of waste in accordance with this section will help to ensure that waste is disposed of properly and promptly and will help to avoid potential health and safety risks to residents and persons in the city caused by improper disposal or lack of disposal of waste. 

635.03.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  For the purposes of this section, the terms defined in this subsection have the meanings given them.

	Subd. 2.  “Abandoned property” means deteriorated, wrecked, or derelict property in unusable condition and left outside unprotected from the elements.  The term “abandoned property” includes, but is not limited to, motor vehicles, trailers, boats, machinery, appliances, and furniture.

	Subd. 3.  “Construction debris” shall have the definition as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 115A.03, subdivision 7.

	Subd. 4.  “Hazardous waste” shall have the definition as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 116.06, subdivision 11.

	Subd. 5.  “Mixed municipal solid waste” shall have the definition as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 115A.03, subdivision 21.

	Subd. 6.  “Recyclable materials” means materials that are separated from mixed municipal solid waste for the purpose of recycling, including paper, glass, plastics, metals, automobile oil, and batteries.

	Subd. 7.  “Solid waste” shall have the definition as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 116.06, subdivision 22.

	Subd. 8.  “Yard waste” shall have the definition as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 115A.03, subdivision 38.  
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635.05.  Prohibition; storage.  It is unlawful to throw or deposit solid waste, yard waste, construction debris, or hazardous waste on public or private property in the city.  It is unlawful to burn solid waste, yard waste, construction debris, or hazardous waste.  Abandoned property may be stored on public or private property only in a garage or storage building.

635.07.  Authorized storage and waste container.  Subdivision 1.  Removal and recycling.  Occupants of any premise, or if unoccupied, the owner, must place, deposit, or keep on such premise all solid waste and yard waste in the manner as herein provided.  The property owner or occupant must have solid waste and yard waste removed and hauled away by a commercial hauler at regularly scheduled intervals.  The city encourages residents to recycle recyclable materials by bringing them to the city-designated drop-off site for recycling.

	Subd. 2.  Container requirements.  Solid waste and yard waste must be accumulated in one or more fly-tight containers.  The owner or occupant of any residential, multi-family dwelling, commercial or industrial establishment, or any other premise where solid waste or yard waste is accumulated, must provide one or more water-tight containers sufficiently sized to receive all solid waste and yard waste which may accumulate between collection times.  All containers must have outside handles or other proper attachments for lifting.  All solid waste and yard waste must be deposited and kept in said containers and so covered as to shed water and keep odor in, and insects, rodents, and vermin out.

	Subd. 3.  Placing of containers.  Containers must be kept in the rear of the premises or in a garage located on the premises.  Such containers must be placed near a street, alley, or driveway, or at such other appropriate place as convenient for the collection and removal of the contents.  The containers may not be placed in the appropriate place more than 24 hours before collection and must be removed within 24 hours after removal of the contents.

635.09.  Composting.  Subdivision 1.  Private composting.  The private composting of yard wastes and putrescible food wastes is permitted if all of the following conditions are met:

a)	The compost pile must be screened from view of the public right-of-way and adjacent properties;

b)	The compost pile must be kept in a container constructed of wood, wire, mesh, concrete block, or a combination thereof, or in a commercially available compost bin designed for composting organic waste;

c)	The compost pile must be managed so as to prevent the scattering of yard wastes or other material;
d)	The compost pile must be managed in a manner to prevent odor, harborage of animals, and the stockpiling of material which does not readily decompose within a calendar year; and

e)	Only the yard waste and putrescible food wastes which are produced on the premises may be composted on the premises.
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Subd. 2.  Off-site composting.  Yard and putrescible food wastes may be brought off-site to a privately or publicly owned composting site.

Subd. 3.  Disposal of other wastes.  No person shall throw or place any solid waste, hazardous waste, construction debris, recyclable material, yard waste, or other debris in any ditch, stream, river, or retention basin that regularly or periodically carries surface water runoff.  Any person who deposits any of the above shall remove it or cause it to be removed immediately.	

635.11.  Collection and removal of solid waste and other waste.  Subdivision 1.  Alternate disposal.  Residential households and other commercial, industrial, and institutional generators may implement an environmentally sound alternative form of disposal.  Such alternative form of disposal must be in compliance with all laws and regulations relating thereto but may not involve burying, burning, accumulation, or transportation of solid waste to a facility not licensed for receipt and processing of same.  Generators wishing to be allowed to pursue alternatives shall be required to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the city administrator that they have such arrangements in place and that they are permitted by law.  Generators failing to demonstrate environmentally acceptable alternatives will be required to contract and pay for collection from a commercial hauler.  Generators wishing to appeal a decision of the city administrator regarding alternative disposal methods may do so within 30 days of notice of the city administrator’s decision by giving written notice to the city of the generator’s appeal.  The appeal shall be made to the city council and shall be accompanied by such additional information as the generator believes will allow the city council to determine whether the alternative disposal method proposed by the generator is environmentally adequate and likely to be implemented.  The council may condition its approval of alternative disposal methods in such manner, including requiring the production of written contracts or financial guarantees, as the council may determine to be needed to ensure compliance with this section. 

635.13.  Non-Compliance.  Subdivision. 1.  Proper disposal.  No person shall deposit or allow the deposit of solid waste from any source in any place other than a sanitary landfill or other county-designated facility.  The discarding of solid waste, construction debris, hazardous waste, yard waste, or recyclable materials on any street, alley, drive, park, playground, or other public place or on any vacant lot shall constitutes violation of this section whether it is discarded by the individual upon whose premises the material originates or by some other person or collector, licensed or unlicensed. 

Subd. 2.  Failure to dispose.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to fail to dispose of solid waste or other waste which may be or which may accumulate upon property owned or occupied by the generator in a sanitary manner. 

635.15. Enforcement.  Violations of the provisions of this section shall be a misdemeanor.  Every day a violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.  The city may also seek enforcement of this section through civil judicial remedies including requesting an injunction or mandamus.  Any costs incurred by the city in enforcing this section, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, which remain unpaid may be assessed against the property in the same manner as are other unpaid fees. 
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