Sandstone City Code 	815.01 (Rev. 2015)


Section 815 - Recreational areas; rules
and regulations


815.01.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  For purposes of this section 815, the terms defined in this subsection have the meanings given them. (Amended, Ord. 2015-02)

Subd. 2.  “Park” shall mean public park, playground, beach, swimming pool, recreation center or other area or facility operated by the city for recreational purposes pursuant to council designation.

	Subd. 3.  “Commercial use” shall mean any use or activity where a person or entity provides equipment, materials, programs or services for any fee, reimbursement, or compensation, including, without limitation, any rental, any transportation, shuttling or delivery services, any guide or instruction services, any demonstration or other opportunities with a contemplated purchase or rental, or any put-in or take-out services.

815.03.  General rule.  It is unlawful to violate any of the provisions of this section.

815.05.  Parks; rules and regulations.  Subdivision 1.  Closing hours.  The closing hour for parks is 10:00 p.m., and parks must remain closed until sunrise.  A person may not remain in a park after the closing hour, except as provided in subdivision 2.  This subdivision does not apply to persons who, without delay, are traveling through a park or upon established walks, paths or drives within a park.  The closing hour for activities authorized as part of the city's recreation program may be modified by the city administrator in accordance with subsection 815.07.  The city council may by resolution further limit the hours for the conduct of specific activities within parks.

Subd. 2.  Group activities; camping.  (Amended, Ord 2011-07)

(a)	A group, association or organization wishing to remain in a park after the closing hour may apply to the city administrator for a special permit for that purpose specifying the nature of the activity proposed, the hours during which it is conducted, and such other information as the administrator may reasonably request.  The application must be accompanied by a bond, or other undertaking, in form and substance satisfactory to the administrator and the city attorney, holding the city harmless from liability of any kind growing out of the permitted activity.  The administrator may grant the permit if in the administrator's judgment the purposes of this section will not be adversely affected thereby, and if all licenses required by law or the code have been obtained.  The administrator's decision to grant or deny the application may be appealed to the city council by the applicant or by any resident of the city.

(b)	Overnight camping in Robinson Park is permitted in areas designated by the City as primitive campsites.  Camping is limited to the area designated by the city as a campsite.  No person shall camp at a campsite for any period longer than seven consecutive nights.  The city council may adopt a policy relating to campsite reservations.

	Subd. 3.  Motor vehicles.  Motorized vehicles or machines of any kind, except those operated by and for the city may not drive on or across any park, except as specifically authorized pursuant to the city code.  Motor vehicles must be parked in spaces designated therefor pursuant to the city code, subsection 1310.05, subdivision 5, with the exception that one motor vehicle may be parked at each campsite in Robinson Park.  There may not be parking of motor vehicles in a park or in a parking area in a park after the closing hour, with the exception of vehicles belonging to persons camping in Robinson Park.

	Subd. 4.  Fires.  Picnic fires may not be made or lit in a park except in places or containers designated for such purposes.  It is unlawful to leave a picnic fire before the fire has been completely extinguished or before all trash and refuse has been placed in receptacles provided or, if no receptacles are provided, the trash and refuse must be carried away from the park and properly disposed of elsewhere.
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	Subd. 5.  Equipment; marking; defacing.  It is unlawful to mark, deface or disfigure, injure, tamper with, or displace or remove, any building, bridge, table, bench, waste receptacle, fireplace, railing, paving or paved notice or placecard whether temporary or permanent, monument, stake, post or other boundary marker, or other structure, equipment or park property or park appurtenances whatsoever, either real or personal.  Notices of park activity may be posted with the permission of the city administrator.

	Subd. 6.  Refuse in city parks and waters.  It is unlawful to throw, discharge, or otherwise place or cause to be placed in the water of any foundation, pond, lake, stream, bay or other body of water in or adjacent to any park or in any tributary, stream, storm sewer or drain flowing into such water, any substance, matter or thing, liquid or solid; nor may any person bring in or dump, deposit, or leave any bottles, broken glass, ashes, paper boxes, cans, dirt, rubbish, waste, garbage, or refuse or any other trash, in any park or portion thereof, or in any waters in or contiguous to any park.  All such refuse or trash must be placed in the proper receptacles; where proper receptacles are not provided, all the refuse or trash must be carried away from the park by the person responsible for its presence and properly disposed of elsewhere.

	Subd. 7.  Liquor and beer.  The presence of liquor and beer in parks is prohibited, except as permitted under subsection 815.13.

	Subd. 8.  Animal wildlife.  It is unlawful to injure or destroy any bird or animal nest within the limits of any park, nor must any person air or discharge any air gun, sling shot, arrow or other weapon, or throw any stone or other projectile at, any bird or animal within any park, nor in any manner capture, kill or harm in any way any bird or animal therein.

	Subd. 9.  Public sales.  It is unlawful to, within any park or property, expose or offer for sale, rent or hire any article or thing.  Excepted are those who have obtained a special permit to so operate from the city administrator, and who have obtained all licenses and permits required by law or the city code.  It is unlawful to announce, advertise, or call the public attention to any article or service for sale or hire in any way.

	Subd. 10.  Sports.  Organized or unorganized sport activity and games may be conducted only in designated areas within parks.  All other casual recreational activity must be conducted in such a manner as not to interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of the park by other persons or with the reasonable right of adjoining property owners.  Golf play in parks is prohibited, but golf practice with light plastic balls is permitted in designated areas.
	
	Subd. 11.  Dogs.  Dogs in parks must be effectively leashed by a leash not in excess of six feet in length.  Persons conducting leashed dogs must have in their possession suitable utensils for the removal of animal excrement and must promptly and effectively remove all excrement deposited by the animal under their control.

	Subd. 12.  Plant life.  It is unlawful to willfully and without authority cut, pluck, or otherwise injure any flowers, shrubs or trees growing in or around any public park, or on other public grounds.
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	Subd. 13.  Natural material.  It is unlawful to willfully and without authority remove any natural material in or around any public park, or on other public grounds.

815.07.  Enforcement.  This section is enforced by the city administrator.  It is unlawful for any person to disobey an order given pursuant to this section.  The administrator may prepare and publicize further regulations not inconsistent with this section for conduct within parks.

815.09.  Park closing.  The city administrator may close any public park, parkway, beach or drive, and for such period as deemed necessary, in order to protect or restore order or terminate or prevent breaches of the peace and order of the city.  A person having been informed of such an order closing any such area may not remain in the area longer than is necessary to leave the closed area.

815.11.  Other regulations.  Other provisions of the city code governing conduct in public places within the city apply to parks.

815.13.  Liquor and beer in parks.  Subdivision 1.  General rule.  Except as otherwise permitted by this subsection, the use, consumption, display, and presence of intoxicating liquor (liquor) and non-intoxicating liquor (beer) as those terms are defined in chapter XII of this code, is prohibited in parks and related facilities including vehicle parking facilities immediately adjoining a park.  

	Subd. 2.  Special permits.  The council may on the recommendation of the city administrator issue a special permit for the use, consumption, and display of liquor and beer in a park or a related facility in the park.

	Subd. 3.  Eligible persons.  A special permit may be issued to persons in connection with a social event conducted by a family, an employee group, a club, or a charitable, religious or other non-profit organization solely for the enjoyment of the persons invited to the event by the applicant for the permit.  A special permit will not be issued to a person holding a license to sell liquor or beer except as provided in subsection 1200.39 of this code.

	Subd. 4.  Duration.  The special permit allows the presence of liquor and beer in the park or related facility only during the time specified in the permit which time may not exceed 12 consecutive hours in one calendar day.

	Subd. 5.  Rules and regulations.  The city administrator is directed to prepare further regulations for the conduct in parks of a person issued a special permit under this subsection.
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	Subd. 6.  Application.  The application for a special permit is prepared by the city clerk.  The application must specify the purpose of the social event, the nature of the activity proposed, the hours during which it is to be conducted, the maximum number of persons expected to attend, and such other information as the clerk reasonably requests.  The application must be accompanied by a bond or other undertaking in form and substance satisfactory to the city administrator and city attorney, holding the city and its officers, employees, and agents from liability of any kind arising out of the permitted activity.  If the applicant is a business partnership, club, corporation or non-profit association the application must be accompanied by a certificate of insurance showing current liability insurance naming the city as an additional insured party under the insurance policy.

	Subd. 7.  Fee.  There is no fee for a special permit issued under this subsection.

	Subd. 8.  Special condition.  The use, consumption, display and presence of liquor and beer in parks and related park facilities is a matter of special concern to the city as such activity relates to the peace and good order of the city.  For that reason the issuance of a special permit under this subsection is determined to be a matter within the sole discretion of the city council, and its determination to issue or not to issue a special permit is final.  The council may impose additional conditions in the granting of a special permit.  The application for the special permit must be accompanied by (i) a copy of this subsection, (ii) an acknowledgement by the applicant that the subsection has been read and is understood by the applicant, and (iii) that applicant agrees not to challenge or in any way contest the determination of the city council with regard to the issuance of the special permit.  

815.15.  Commercial use of Robinson Park; permit required.  Any commercial use of Robinson Park shall require an annual permit from the City.  A permit fee in amount set forth in the City’s fee schedule must be paid prior to issuance of the permit by the City.  No permit is required for commercial uses taking place in Robinson Park as part of a special event provided that a special event permit from the City has been issued. (Ord. 2015-02)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
