Section 946 – Bow and Arrow Hunting of Deer
(Added, Ord. No. 20181107-03)


946.01.  Bow hunting season.  Persons may hunt deer by means of bow and arrow in the city during regular state bow and arrow hunting season if they hold a valid Minnesota bow and arrow hunting license and comply with this section.

946.03.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  As used in this section, the terms defined in this subsection have the meanings given them.

Subd. 2.  “Bow and arrow” means a bow and arrow drawn, held, or released either mechanically or manually including crossbows if authorized by Minnesota law.

Subd. 3.  “Hunt” or “Hunting” means the chasing, pursuing, stalking, tracking, harvesting, or taking of deer while in the possession of a bow and arrow.

Subd. 4.  '”Hunter” means any individual engaged in the activity of hunting.

946.05.  Land requirements.  Hunting is only allowed in the city on private property with the permission of the property owner or on city-owned property with the permission of the city. No hunting shall take place on any property consisting of less than 10 contiguous, commonly-owned acres.

946.07.  Permission.  Each person desiring to hunt within the city shall first obtain written permission from the owner or owners of the property where the hunt is to take place granting approval and permission to hunt and discharge a bow and arrow. This permission is required to be carried on the hunter’s person at all times when hunting and shall include:

a)	Full name, date of birth, and address of the hunter;

b)	The name, address, and phone number of the owner(s) of property to be hunted;

c)	Address and description of property to be hunted (if different than above); and

d)	Any restrictions applicable to the hunter or property.

946.09.  Restrictions.  The following restrictions shall apply to all hunting conducted within the city:

a)	No bow and arrow shall be discharged on or within the right-of-way of an improved public highway (including but not limited to federal, state, county, city and township road ways).

b)	No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 250 feet of any dwelling or other building intended for human habitation or storing of animals without the property owner’s consent;
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c)	No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 100 feet of any residential or commercial structure;

d)	No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 250 feet of any property owned by a public school, charter school, or private school;

e)	No hunter shall attempt to take a deer that is beyond the effective range of the particular bow and arrow being discharged by the particular hunter;

f)	Each hunter shall repair or pay to repair any damage to the property of another arising from the hunter’s conduct while hunting;

g)	No deer carcass or entrails shall be allowed to remain in open view to the public; carcass or entrails on private property shall be removed and disposed of by the hunter if so requested by the property owner;

h)	All hunting conducted pursuant to this section must otherwise comply with Minnesota state law and the rules of appropriate state agencies; and

i)	The city’s bow hunting season shall run concurrent with the State of Minnesota’s bow hunting season.
946.11.  Exceptions.  The following exceptions apply.  Subdivision 1.  The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of any bow and arrow in the lawful defense of the person, property, family, or in enforcement of the laws of the city, state, or United States of America.

Subd. 2.  The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of any bow and arrow for archery practice pursuant to section 945.11, subdivision 5 of the city code.

946.13.  Penalty and enforcement.  Any person found in violation of any provision of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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