SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 21, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Greg Anderson-SEH, John Kern

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the agenda for March 21, with the addition of 12 D-Golf Course, and 12E-Out of state travel request. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to open the Delinquent Accounts Public Hearing at 7:16. Motion carried 4-0. 

The City Council is required to hold a public hearing before assessing delinquent water and sewer accounts and other unpaid City services. A list of delinquent accounts was placed in the newspaper and property owners were notified by mail. Staff will certify these accounts to the County and they will be certified to the payable 2013 taxes if not paid prior to year-end deadline. The purpose of the Public Hearing is for property owners to comment on any delinquent accounts. There was no public comment. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to close the Delinquent Accounts Public Hearing at 7:50. Motion carried 4-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Capital Improvements Plan

Greg Anderson, SEH, came before the Council to present the cost estimates for the Capital Improvements Plan. He went over all of the street and sewer projects, including what repairs needed to be made and what the estimated cost would be. He also noted that for some of the  sewer lines that need repair, they could be lined. However, if the city chooses to line any pipes, they may want to do several lining projects because overall it will be less of an expense to the City. 

Staff added that the City has some funds available in the Storm Sewer fund and that having this capital improvements plan will help the City get a better rating for refinancing. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Kester stated that building permits cost too much and also asked why there were different setbacks for the side, front and back of a building. Bonander noted that there had been a lot of rock climbers and kayakers at Robinson Park. John Kern asked if the fire rings for Robinson Park and had been taken care of. Staff responded in the affirmative. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for March 7. Motion carried 4-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows:9A-Approval for Staff to apply for Community Service projects as they arise this year and specifically for signage for Robinson Park camping and to construct additional benches, 9B-Appoint Andrew Wilkening as probationary Fire Fighter, 9C-Authorize Staff to advertise for summer public works helper when needed, 9D-Approve Resolution 2012-13, which affirms that the voting precinct for the City remains in the City and that the polling place is still City Hall. Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $31,766.96. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Wild River refinancing

The EDA and the City have decided to refund the Wild River Apartment Bonds. The initial Resolution for issuance needs to be amended to account for some increased costs, due to the shifting market. In total, the cost will be a few thousand dollars than was originally estimated. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2012-12, which raises the amount of the refinancing. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Union Contract

The City and the Union have reached a final agreement on the language to be used in the Union contract. The area of final clarification was the language regarding furloughs. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve 2012-2013 Union contract. Motion carried 4-0. 

Local Trail Connection Grant

The City developed the Junction Trail, which links the Willard Munger Trail and Banning State Park. The trail is in need of some repairs and needs repaving. The DNR has a grant program called the Local Trails Connection Grant, which provides 75% of the cost for improvements to existing trails. The estimated cost of the project is $120,000 with the City match being $30,000. As the City was not awarded the Cost Share grant for Robinson Park, there are funds in the budget that could be used for matching grant funds. The City would have to agree to continue to maintain the trail for another 20 years. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2012-11 to approve applying for the fund and to reserve funds for the match. Motion carried 4-0. 

Milk Drying Plant project

The City contracted with Stack Brothers to do the well and demolition work on the milk drying plant project. The Work has been completed and the Stack Brothers have submitted their request for a final change order and for final payment on the contract. The total amount of the contract was $112,000. After two change orders, the final amount of the contract was $92,261. The final pay request is for $8,098.00.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve Change Order #2, reducing the contract by $22,739. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve the final pay request to Stack Brother Mechanical for the milk drying plant project in the amount of $8,098. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve the final payment to MSA Engineering of $3,760 for the milk drying plant project. Motion carried 4-0. 

Golf Course

The closing date for the Golf Course was extended to April 2 at the request of the buyer. The Council needs to discuss what action the City should take if Ms. Spencer does not have her financing completed at that date. 

Also, with such a warm spring the Council needs to consider if the City should enter into a short-term operating lease with Rose Spencer so that the Golf Course can open before her financing is approved. Atterbury asked if the City can open the Golf Course until she is able to have her finances in place. Staff responded that it would take at least 4 weeks for the City to be able to open it. Staff added that there are issues with Ms. Spencer selling alcohol, because currently the Golf Course is selling alcohol under the City’s liquor license. Staff made the comment, on Ms. Spencer’s behalf, that she is open to any agreement. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to amend the Golf Course purchase agreement to extend the purchase date to April 19, 2012. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to negotiate a short-term operating lease with Rose Spencer. Motion carried 4-0.

Out-of-state travel

Councilmember Bonander is requesting permission to visit Washington D.C. the week of March 26 to lobby our Congressional delegation on the issues of the hospital and passenger rail. He is asking that the City reimburse him within the guidelines of the City’s policies.   

Council member Bonander recused himself.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve out-of-state travel and reimbursement of expenses of Council member Bonander within City policy guidelines with a cap of $ 2,000 and a request to the N.P.A.H.D. for participation in the reimbursement of some costs.   Motion approved 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Library Board-December 13, Park and Recreation Commission-March 13, PeopleService Operations-March 13. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

There will be a special meeting on April 24 for the Board of Review. There is a meeting about I-35 construction at 10:30 a.m. on April 4. There is a Land Use Online Training from LMC, an NHW Heritage Workshop on Saturday March 24, and a St. Croix Water Quality workshop on April 24. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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